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66" Trivandrum Open Tennis
Championships attracts fabulous talents

--- Trophies were presented to the winners,
" ’ runners-up and semi finalists in Boys Un-

der-10 singles & doubles, Girls Under-12
singles, Boys Under-14 singles & doubles,
and Girls Under-14 singles.

Trivandrum: It turned out to be the ideal
platform for the display as well as discov-
ery of Kerala’s fabulous tennis talents when
the 66th Trivandrum Open Tennis Cham-
pionships (TOTC) was held in a carnival
atmosphere in the TTC grounds during , Mementos and prize monies were presented
December 24-30, 20.10' State Bank of Tra- \' " to winners and runners-up in Boys Under-
vancore was the main sponsor of the event. , v = 16 singles & doubles, Girls Under-16 sin-
Unprecedented enthusiasm was generated 5 9 o , t . .
by the landmark sports events of the Ker- e e = . gles, Boys Under-18 singles, Ladies sin-
ala capital, with a record 130 players from CEO-National Games 8cretariat, Mr. Amit Mallick IFS gles, Men’s singles and Men’s doubles.

across the State fighting it out for the hon- addressing the valedictory function of TOTC-2010

ors, with a prize money component of Rs. der-10, Under-12, Under-14, Under-16, Boys Under-10 Singles: Sanjay
80,000. Under-18 and Men’s & Women'’s, all of (Winner), Krishna Sai (Runner-up),
Singles and doubles contests were organ-them producing aces and prospective aghijlendran, Sharjas (Semi Finalists).
ised in the various categories such as Un- champs in abundant numbers. (Contd on page 2)

Presidential Notes Dr.V.J. Thomas i Secretary’s desk K.P. Vijayamohan

On National Games, Match, As we look back: A year of
Tennis Tournament etc victories and achievements

Dear Friends, Dear fellow members,

At the outset, | extend to all members and their families greet- |with much vigour and will, | am in the seat of Hon.Secretary|
ings for the Vishu festival. It is nine months since for the last 9 months, on behalf of all of you. Only
the present office bearers and the Executive Com short period of time is left to end this year’s term
mittee assumed responsibility of managing thef- and to complete the tasks assigned to me. The mott
fairs of the Club. behind my assignment is to undertake infrastructura
The Government of Kerala formally announced the work to upgrade our facilities further and bringing
decision to host the 35th National Games in Decembgr2012 out additional facelift to the club. To make the club’s ambience
and TTC will be the venue for holding Tennis events. The Na| |more eyes catching, certain refurbishing work was carried out ip
tional Games Secretariat communicated the details of the infra- |the buildings and furniture.
structure development works to be carried out at TTC and fort |A New 125 KVA Generator will be placed within a month to
warded the draft MOU to be executed in this connection. The tide over the situation of power failure and low voltage during
details of the infrastructure development works would comprisg |evening hours. Action is underway to lay anti erosion heav
of up gradation of all the clay courts including the galleries anfl |duty tiles in the porch area behind court no.1.Decision has
fencing, change room for gents and ladies, flood lights for court  |peen taken to adopt measures to popularize Billiards game amor|g
No.1&2, roof cover with lighting for the three coaching courts, our members for which training by a professional is planned
construction of a two storied building at the southern side of | Work is in progress to renovate billiards table including change

the club compound to house a full fledged gymnasium of inter- |of existing green cloth. All Kerala Billiards Association has
national standard and a domitory for children on the first floor, been instructed to carry out the work.

over and above any other additional facility that would be neg- (35T National Games: National games authorities have
essary for the conduct of the tennis event of National Games|. |whistled a go ahead signal by giving approved plans and detalls
Our own Tennis Tournaments like K.G. Menon Memorial and| |of works to be undertaken in the next one and half years in
Trivandrum Open Tennis Tournaments were well conducted and |TTC to conduct 35" National games.
the prestigious G.V. Raja Tennis Tournament is scheduled for |Tennis Tournaments: This year we have already conducte
May, 2011. Unfortunately on account of the restriction im-| |two of our prestigious State level tournaments namel
posed by the All India Tennis Association on allotment of na{ |K.G.MENON Tennis Championship and TOTC Championship
tional or international tennis events to TTC, we were not ablg |for the benefit of our upcoming tennis trainees. The next major
to conduct any such event this yearThough we were able to| |tournament, the G.V. Raja tournament, is scheduled in April
get this ban lifted by AITA in January, 2011, we did not have end. Three talent series tounament of All India Tennis
sufficient lead time to get a major tennis event allotted angd |Association will to be conducted in next 6 months. The first
executed in the current year one is in April 1%t week. This was made possible by lifting of
We have been looking for a full time tennis coach to take charge |ban imposed on us by All India Bnnis Association on account
of our tennis coaching programme, especially as our senior coach |of cancellation of the ITF WOMENS Tennis tourmament last
Sri. Biju Moni had to be relieved to take up a Kerala PSC |year .Concerted efforts were made to waive the penalty of 5000
(Cont'd on page 3 (Cont'd on page 2
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Editor’'s Hello

T.A. Krishnamoorthy

Braving the rains, playing the Game!

Rainfall at any time of the year is a blessing from the powers above. However
untimely, incessant and heavy downpour can sometimes play havoc with our
desire to play tennis, very much an outdoor game. The thundershowers of the
recent past in Trivandrum not only caused us concer about the unpredictability
of the global climatic variations, but interfered with our daily routine of tennis
in the Club premises.

The past two months can only be described as hectic for us all, as TTC
conducted a series of events that called for coordination and dedication for
their successful conduct. Thanks to many of our Hon’ble Members who put in
their valuable time and toil at the Club’s disposal, we all could have a good
time and enjoy the pleasures of great &nnis.

Here is a new idea for you to act upon: if you have a great story to tell, a
travel experience to recount or memoirs to publish, do e-mail us with the
details at ttctvm@gmail.com It will be our pleasure to provide a forum for
their release and thereby help you share your precious milestones in life with
fellow members and the growing up generation of tennis enthusiasts.

We are eager to hear from you with suggestions and feedback on our News
Letter. Mail us your thoughts. They can help us improve, and serve you better
Also, please find the time to vsit our website, ttc.org.in for updates and latest

happenings in your home club!

Have a terrific 2011, with lots of tennis, socialising, the works....!

Residential Fbpom Tariff revised
In view of the escalations in cost and service overheads, the Executi
Committee of the Club in its meeting on January 19, 2011, decided to effect
an upward revision of the residential room tariff in the Club with effect from
February 1, 2011.

; Room (1,3 & 5) goes up from Rs.
] 800 to Rs. 1000, Deluxe Type Il (6

Deluxe Type | (2, 8, 9, 10 & 12) from Rs. 1250 to Rs. 1600, and for Suite
from Rs. 1750 to Rs. 2200. The cost of extra beds remains at Rs. 200. The
(members of the Club will be spared from in this revision.

| Accordingly, the tariff for Ordinary

& 7) from Rs. 1000 to Rs. 1250,

J

(Cont'd from page 1)

66 " Trivandrum Open Tennis Championships

Boys Under-12 Singles: Gautham
Krishnan R. (Winner), Sanjay G.S.
(Runner-up), Ram Narayan, Mohamed
Sidhan (Semi Finalists).

Boys Under-12 Doubles: Ram
Narayan & Sanjay G.S. (Winners),
Gautham Krishnan & Mohamed Sidhan
(Runners-up).

Girls Under-12 Singles: Risha
George (Winner), Annie Liz Manuel
(Runner-up), Das Manisha Mehta,
Midhuna Ramesh (Semi Finalists).
Boys Under-14 Singles: Madhav
Narayankumar (Winner), \arun Nair
(Runner-up), Nandu J., Revanth
Kishorekumar (Semi Finalists).

Boys Under-14 Doubles: Madhav
Narayankumar & Varun Nair (Winners),
Jithin George & Nandu J. (Runners-
up).

Girls Under-14 Singles: Risha
George (Winner), Sruthi Laju (Runner-
up), Neethu G., Nimisha M. Kumar
(Semi Finalists).

Prize Money Distribution

Boys Under-16 Singles: Suraj H.
(Winner), Mohamed Hamraz (Runner-
up), Jeffy Jacob, Navneeth Ajith (Semi
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Finalists).

Boys Under-16 Doubles: Suraj H.
& Mohamed Hamraz (Winners), Rijul
Rauf & Vikram Ramesh (Runners-up).
Girls Under-16 Singles: Begum
Yasmine (Winner), Manasa Narendran
(Runner-up).

Boys Under-18 Singles: Suraj H.
(Winner), Mohamed Hamraz (Runner-
up), Solomon G. Thomas, Vikram
Ramesh (Semi Finalists), Navneeth
Ajith, Rijul Rauf, Varun Nair, Jeffy
Jacob (Quarter Finalists).

Ladies Singles: Sneha Susan
Thomas (Winner), Begum Yasmine
(Runner-up).

Men’s Singles: Rynold Timothy
(Winner), Sarath Lal M.S. (Runner-up),
K. Jayamumar, Arun S.L. (Semi
Finalists), Geoge Varghese, Solomon
G. Thomas, Binu Mani M., Aravind
S. (Quarter Finalists).

Men’s Doubles: Rynold Timothy &
Jayakumar (Winners), Rajmohan Pillai
& M.S. Krishnakumar (Runner-up),
Sarath Lal M.S. & Arun S.L., Sivan
G. & Dr George Varthese (Semi
Finalists).

TENNIS TRIVANDRUM

,—( Elevations, acclaims.... )ﬁ

Bharat Bhushan,

Director General-Civil Aviation
Senior IAS officer of the Kerala cads
re, and Member-TTC, Sri. E.K. Bharat
Bhushan has taken over as Director
General-Civil Aviation, India. He will
hold concurrent charge as Financidl
Advisor, Ministry of Civil Aviation.

Krishnamurthy new CVO-BEL
Member-TTC, Sri. M.N. Krishnamur-
thy IPS, has been appointed as th
Chief Vigilance Officer of Barat Elec
tronics Limited (BEL), Bangalore. The
position is equal in rank to that of a’ : ]
Joint Secretary, Union Government. == L

Padmakumar elected Chairman,

CliTrivandrum

Executive DirectorTerumo Penpol,
Trivandrum, and MemberTTC, Sri C.
Padmakumar has been elected a
Chairman of Confederation of Indi-
“an Industry (Cll)-Tfivandrum Zone.

Devadas elected

Vice Chairman
Mr. R.S. Devadas, Member & Vice
President of TTC has been elected a
Vice Chairman of Kerala Chamber o
Commerce & Industry, Trivandrum
| Centre for the year 2011-12.

T

(Cont'd from page 1)

From the Secretary’s desk....
dollars and ban on allotment of tournaments
imposed on TTC. Finally the club resolved the
matter by remitting a fine of Rs.25000 against
their original demand of around 2.5lakhs.

Some of our members brought laurels to the cluly
by winning tennis tournaments during the past 3
months. Sri. M.R. Ramesh, Sri. Thomas Mathew,
Sri. M.D.S. Kumaraswamy, and Sri. Sureshar
Koilerian deserve special appreciation. | wish to
extend congrats to them.

Shri. T.Babu, Chief Cook in the Canteen, at his
prime age of 49, succumbed to death as result o
a massive heart attack. This has shocked all of u
In addition to the statutory benefits the club has
managed to raise funds from members to the tune
of Rs.75000 and was able to provide relief to his
family by handed over of Rupees 1 lakh.

Your support and encouragement is my strength
| expect the same in my future endeavors as well.
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Thanks to all....

In Memorium
T. Babu, a staff of TTC, involved in the
Club’s canteen operations, died of massivg
cardiac complications on December 6|

2010. He was 50, and is survived by wifé
Usha and sons, Umesh Babu and Sureq
Babu. TTC extends its deep and heartfe
sympathies to the bereaved family.




TENNIS TRIVANDRUM

R-Day celebrated in TTC

with flag salute

Recalling the birth of the Democratic Republic of India on January 26,
1950, the 62 ™ anniversary of the event was observed in the Club on
January 26, 2011. Photo shows the Club President DrV.J. Thomas,
joined by fellow-members, singing the national anthem after hoisting the tri-
colour and saluting it, to mark the occasion.

TTC Veterans win laurels in

Let's Rock it out....!

their families and friends gathered in the clulg
premises in the evening of December 31, 20108
to join in the musical gala titled ‘Let’'s Us Roc
it Out” Choicest English film songs from the |
60s was rendered by Mary Muscroft & Bernard
John of the 12" Bar. Multi cuisine dinner and
midnight fireworks made the experience all thd .
more fabulous, one to remember through all 365 days of 2011

TTC WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

MEYYENERAS i George Mathai, Sri.K.Jacob and Sri.B.Goving
Krishnakumar

S S EIREEsSri T. K. K. Vaidyan, Sri N. M.
C. Nair, Dr A. Abraham, Sri G. Mohandas, Dr M. S. Thiruvariyan,
Sri.JayakumarK and Sri.Ramachandran.S.
YIRS Manoj Anandakuttan, Dr Suraj Philip
Mathew, Sri P. Ananthakrishnan, Sri.Pratapachandran.N.S.
Sri.John Mathew and Sri.Benjamin S. Jesudas
IR AM/s S. H. Hospitals (P) Ltd and
M/s AOM Event Consultancy (P) Ltd

[EITEFADr Jacob Thomas and Dr R. Unnikrishnan Nair

Mundakayam meet

Idukki District Tennis Association conducted it
Veterans’ Tennis Tournament-2011 in
Mundakayam during 26-27, February, 2011.
TTC was represented at the meet in which two
Members of our Club brought glory to TTC by _Thomas Mathew
winning top titles in two sections. Sri. Thomas Mathew won
Kumaraswamy the Singles titles in the 65+ category while Sri. M.D.S. Kuma-
raswamy bagged the title in the 45+ category.

Ramesh wins veteran’s title

The double title in the 55+ category of the T.S. Santhanam
Memorial AITA National Veterans’ Tennis Championship-2011
was won by Sri. M.R. Ramesh, Member-TTC. The tournamen.«
was held in Chennai during February 2-5, 2011.

Sureshan wins titles

Sri. Sureshan Koilerian, Retd. Chief Engineer-PWD, and Mem-
ber-TTC has won the singles and doubles (along with.¥.

Sasidharan) championship in lawn tennis conducted at the 41
State-level Annual Sports & Cultural Festival of the Association
of Englneers Kerala held in Tivandrum from 7 to 9, January, 2011.

Haritha gives a sterling

(Cont’d from page 1)

From the Presidential Notes....
appointment. The present arrangement of having a visiting oach
is reasonably satisfactory, but it ought to be replaced by a full
time, well qualified tennis coach as soon as we are able to get
a suitable person. In compliance with the decision of Genera
Body (2010) we have installed a 125 KV Digest (Kirlosker) which
is sufficient to meet our requirements for the next 15 years.
| am pleased to report that the revision of staff salary which
became due on 1st March, 2011, has been satisfactorily imple
mented. | must to bring to the kind attention of members that
the facilities available at the club, especially permit room an
restaurant are grossly underutilized, and the income generate
is inadequate even to cover the license fee and the maintenang
costs. We have to seriously consider ways and means to su
port the maintenance costs and ever increasing over heads du
to overall improvement in facilities. Subject to approval of the
General Body, the dining hall on the first floor may be suitably,
modified to convert it into an air-conditioned conference hall to
accommodate about 100 persons, this project would cost abou
18 lakhs and the investment could be realized in five years.
I request the whole hearted support and co-operation of al
members in all the activities of the club.
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performance

For Haritha, the young exponent of Karnatic music, it was,
in every sense of the term, a dream-come-true experience
The prestigious Sree Krishna Ganasabha of Chennai, whicl
usually raises its curtains only for veterans of the art, hoste &
her maiden concert in its hallowed hall on December 27 &5
2010, before an audience that sat spellbound by the performance Wlth the
customary, subdued signs of appreciation. Haritha is the daughter of Sri.
M.B. Sanil Kumar, Member-TTC.

Prakash weds Sreedevi
Mr. G.S. Prakash, staff-TTC and
S/o Sri. K. Gopinathan Nair &
Smt. Sarala Kumari married
Sreedevi, D/o Sri. Rajkumar &
Smt. Lalithambika on November
20, 2010

No Use Advance Gets Delayed

TTC’s Executive Committee has decided to defer the collection of “N
Use Advance” from members to the month of December 2011 instead of
during the start of financial yearApril, 2011. Thereby Members may get
time up to December 2011 to utilize the Club facilities to aviod No Use
Advace for the renewal of permit room licence. This becomes possibl
only because of the surplus funds generated internally, during the current

Hon. Secretary

year
|

Issue - 20

Jijimon & Neethu &
Jijimon, staff-TTC and Neethu
were married during 2010. 58
Details of the alliance were &
carried in Issue 19 of Tennis
Trivandrum




The Hindu, India’s pre-eminent English daily recently
evaluated our Club in a feature. Excerpts are given bellow

Where tradition meets talent

- -

Strolling down the leafy Kowdiar Avenue, it is difficult to miss the stately, sprawling
grounds of the Trivandrum Tennis Club (TTC). Known as ‘The Club’ to its members, the
TTC is one of the most prestigious institutions of the capital city. “It is probably the only
club in the country with the term ‘tennis’ in its title,” Indeed, the story of TTC is closely
linked with the history of the game of tennis in the erstwhile Tavancore State.
The Trivandrum Tennis Club was the brain child of its foundepresident the late Goda
Varma Raja, himself a great sports enthusiast. With the active support of the royal family of
erstwhile Travancore, the
TTC was formally inaugu-
rated on February 1,
1938. Initially, it was sit-
uated in a small three-

room building at
Rathapurakunnu, Sastha-
mangalam.

The TTC'’s oldest mem-
ber, 90-year-old C. Naray-
ana Menon, reminisces,
“Two tennis courts had been laid out and provision for wall practice was made by providing
a cement wall at one end of the club premises.” The club then had 11 members and
Chithira Thirunal, the then Maharaja, consented to be patron-in-chief.
The Rathapurakunnu courts bore witness to many important events, one of which was the
inter-association tennis championship in 1949. Tavancore, Cochin, Mysore and Madras
were the States that took part in this championship held by the Tavancore Cochin Lawn
Tennis Association.
When a young tennis player from Enkasi won the State championship at the TTC grounds
the next year it marked the beginning of a glorious chapter in Indian tennis. The talented

The Trivandrum Tennis Club was the brain child of its founder-
president the late Goda Varma Raja, himself a great sports
enthusiast. With the active support of the royal family, the
TTC was formally inaugurated on February 1, 1938.

youngster was Ramanathan Krishnan, one of India’s tennis legends, and he won his first-
ever tournament atthe TTC.

New site, same spirit:As the interest in the game of tennis grew by leaps and bounds,
it was felt necessary to shift to a bigger plot where more facilities could be made available.
The present Kowdiar Avenue plot was made available by theravancore-Cochin Goven-
mentin 1950. Once again, Godavarma Raja assisted by the existing members was the
driving force behind the new construction. The Club building, completed in 1953, was
designed by the late chief architect, J.C. Alexander

Over the years, more facilities have been added to the Club. Apart from the nine tennis
courts - of which two are synthetic - there is a billiards room, gymnasium, shuttle court and
cards room. Apart from the games facilities, residential rooms are maintained in the Club.
The canteen is of course another im-

portant feature. Come weekends, and

the TTC dining area throngs with

members’ families and their guests.

There is also a small but interesting

library atthe TTC. Besides books on

tennis, there are albums that trace the

growth and development of the Club

over the years.

The easy, laid-back camaraderie of the

early years coms through in the fad-

ing black-and-white photographs.

Mundu-clad umpires and women play-

ers in sari feature in these old pictures. Itis widely felt - among the staff and the members -
that the basic character of the Club has remained intact over the years.

Getting shots right: Nurturing young talent is one of the main aims of the TTC, and the
coaching scheme at the Club currently enrolls around 200 trainees. Classes are held in
three batches - one in the morning and two in the evening. The TTC has a long and
glorious tradition of producing State Champions and National-level players. Lt Col. GV
Raja (Founder) used to take a special interest in boys who played well. Once, he took all the
ball pickers to the waterworks to watch a swimming competition and then dropped us back
in his own car.

What lies ahead:The TTC conducts three toumaments a year - K.G. Menon Turna-
ment, Trivandrum Open Tennis Tournament and GV Raja Tournament. Apart from this,
plans are on to hold an intemational-levelsatellite tounament sometime this year

Wedding Bells

Hari Narayanan weds Bhagavathy

e city

Hari Narayanan, son of Sri N. Rama lyer (Member
TTC) and Smt. P. Kasthuri Mony Ammal married
Bhagavathy (Chithra), daughter of Sr
Sankaranarayanan and Smt. Radha Sankar @
Mullakkal, Alappuzha in November 2010.

=

Mathew weds Ann

Mathew, son of Mr.Ranjith Mathew (Member
TTC) married Ann, Daughter of Mr. Sabu Joseph
& Mrs. Vima Sabu Joseph of Kochi on January
Q, 2011 in T rivandrum )

' Yasmine wins title

Begum Yasmine Najeem, daugh

ter of Sri. Najeem, Member-TTC,

won the first

place in Sin-

gles at the

Tennis Tour-

nament con-

ducted as part

of the State School Games heldg
in Kollam during December 2010. She also won
in the Doubles event in the Games along wit
| Sneha Susan Thomas and Gayathri Devi. j

Haadin Bava Kerala's
rising star from Malappuram

Kerala, forever the also-ranin Tennis at

national and international levels, can now feel

a bit optimistic, thanks to the State’s so-called

backward district, namely Malappuram, from

where has risen a new star capable of

illuminating the otherwise bleak landscape.
Haadin Bava, 15, the new star is an up and coming
sporting talent is currently having AP Junior ranking
number 138. Mr. Haadin Bava is the son of Mr Salim
Bava, member of TTC.
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